Meatfare Sunday

THE SCALES OF JUDGMENT

t is not popular in our day to talk about judgment. Not too many
I people, it seems, are concerned about judgment and all that it implies.

The Scriptures, however, deal with this subject in no uncertain terms.
The Gospel of Matthew contains this graphic description: “When the Son of
Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on
His glorious throne. Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He
will separate them one from another . . .” Then our Lord goes on to
describe the judgement based on love, identifying Himself with “the least of
these My brethren.”




February 19, 2023

Meatfare Sunday

Saints of the Day: Philemon, Atchippos of the 70 Philothea Martyr of Athens

WELCOME TO ALL VISITTORS!!!

Thank you for worshipping with us!ll Please join us for fellowship immediately following The
Divine Liturgy. For those visiting an Orthodox Church for the first time, please be aware that
Holy Communion is a sign of unity of faith which is only offered to Baptized or Chrismated
Orthodox Christians. All present are welcome, and encouraged, to receive the antidoron (bread
given to those who do not/ate not able receive Holy Communion) which is distributed at the
end of the service. For those interested in leatning mote about the Orthodox Christian faith,
please feel free to speak with Fr. Demetri after the setvice.

WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO FOLLOW ALONG AND PARTICIPATE IN
THE DIVINE LITURGY WITH THE BOOKS PROVIDED!!!

WEEK IN PREVIEW
Sun., Feb 19 Sat., Feb 25
Orthros 8:45am Saturday of Souls
Divine Liturgy 10am Wed., Feb 22 Orthros 8:30am
Bible Study in Library Divine Liturgy with
Mon., Feb 20 11lam Memorials 9:30am

Ofﬁce Closed for Learn to Chant il’l Greek PI‘CSChOOl
President’s Library 7pm 9am
Tues.. Feb 21 CYO Basketball
Anagennesis Meeting in 8am
Library 6:30pm
, ) Thurs., Feb 23 Sun., Feb 26
Library Memory Project Basketball Orthros 8:45am
Photo ID by Zoom 7pm 5/6 Boys 6pm. Divine Litumgy T0am
Basketball 7/8 & HS Boys 7:30pm Memorial
HS Boys 7pm Sponsored Coffee

Hour



Hymns Chanted Following the Small Entrance

Resurrectional Hymn in the Third Tone

Edepavéshm o 0vpdvia, dyarldcbo T éniyeia, Gt émoince kpdétoc év Ppagiovt adtod, 6
Koprog' éndnoe 16 Oavate tov Bavotov: Tpmtdtokog tdv vekpdvy £yéveto &k kothiag ddov
gppvooTo NUdG, kol Topéoye 1@ KOGU® TO Péyo, EAEOC.

Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on earth be glad. For with His arm the Lord
has worked power. He trampled death under foot by means of death; and He became the
firstborn from the dead. From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He granted the world
His great mercy

Anthem of St. George in the Fourth Tone

Q¢ v aiypodotwy EAevBepwThG, Kol TV TTOX®Y VTEPACTIOTHS, GoOeVOVVT®Y
latpog, BaoAéwv vépuayog, Tpomato@dpe Meyaropdptug F'empyte, mpéoPeve XpLotd
W Oe®, cwhfjval Tag Puyag NUAV.

Liberator of captives and defender of the poor, physician of the sick and champion of kings,
oh Trophy-bearer and Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God, that our souls be
saved.

Seasonal/Kontakion Hymn in the First Tone

Otav EMONG 6 Oedg, €mi yiig petd 36Ene, Kol TPEU®GT o GOPTOVTO, TOTOUOC 88 T TVPOC
7po 100 BApatog £k, wai Bifrot dvolywvtol, kol td kpomtd dnpociedovtol, tote phocai e,
gk 100 Tpog Tod doféotov, Kal dEimoov, &k deEidv cov pg otfivar, Kpitd Sucoidtote.

When You come down to the earth, O God, in Your glory, all things will cower tremulous,
and a river of fire will draw before Your Judgment Seat; the books shall be opened up, and
public knowledge will things hidden be. Rescue me, then, I pray, from unquenchable fire, and
count me worthy to stand at Your right hand, O You, the most righteous Judge.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1 Corinthians 8:8-13; 9:1-2

Brethren, food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no

better off' if we do. Only take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak. For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, at table in an idol's temple,
might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by

your knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning



against your brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
Therelore, il food is a cause of my brother's [alling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my

brother to fall.

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my
workmanship in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

Kopw0iovg o 8:8-13; 9:1-2

Adehpot, Bpdua Mudg o Taplotnow & Bed- olte yap 8av @Aywuev TEPLOTEVOLLEY,

o¥te &av ) @&ywpev Hotepoduebo. BAEmeTe 8¢ prjmwg 1) Eovaio DpdV aTn TPOTKOppA
yévmtal 1oig dcBevodowv. Eav yap Tig ©dn oe tov Eovia yv@ow &v elbwAelw
katakelpevoy, ovxl 1 cuveldnolg avtod dobevols dvtog olkodopmBnoetat elg o T
eldwAoBuTa 00isty; Kal dmolettal 6 doevidv adehoog ém Tf] off yvwoel, U 6v Xplotog
améBavev; OVTwe 88 Guoptévovieg elg ToLG G8elpovg, kal TUTTOVTEG aOT®dV TNV
cuveldnow dobevodooy, elg Xplotov Guaptdvete. Admep el Bpdpa oxavSaAifel Tov
&SEMPOV oV, 00 [T @dyw Kkpéa elg TOV atd@va, va pr) TOV 4dehpov pov oxkavdariow. 00k
elpl amdoTorog; OVK elpl Ehevbepog; OUxL Incody XploTov TOV KUPLOV HU@dV £Dpaka; 0v
10 £pyov pov DI £ote év kuplw; El 8Ahoig oUk eipt GrdoToA0g, GAAG ye Duiv elpt 1 yap
o@payls Tfig éufig 4mooToAfjG Vel £Te v KUPiw.
Matthew 25:31-46

The Lord said, "When the Son of man comes in his glory and all the holy angels with him, then

he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate
them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the
sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited
me, I was in prison and you came to me.' Then the righteous will answer him, Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison
and visit you?' And the King will answer them, Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the

least of these my brethren, you did it to me.' Then he will say to those at his left hand, Depart



from me, you cursed, into the cternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did
not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.' Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' Then he will answer them, "Truly, I
say to you, as you did 1t not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.' And they will go

away into cternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

MatOawov 25:31-46

Efrev 6 KUplog® ‘Otav 82 MO 6 vidg ToD avOpdmov v Tf] 668N adtod kai whvtec ot Eytot

dyyehot pet’ avtol, Tote kabioel ém Opdvou §6EnG avtod, kal cuvayBroetal Eumpocdev
avtol mévta Td E6vn, kal dpopiel avTovs 4’ dAMMaV domep 6 TOLRV apopiler ta
TpoPaTa 4rd TAV Epipav, kal oThoel T& pév Tpdpata gk SeEldv adTod, T 88 gplpla €€
E0OVOU®V. TOTE £pel 6 BactAes ToTG ék SeELGHV avToD” Selite ol ehAoynpévol Tod TATPOG
Hou, KAnpovopfoate TV  fropacpévny  Opiv  Bacelav  4md  kaTaBoAfic
Kdopov. émelvaca yép, kat €ddrate pot paysly, &diynoa, kal éroticaté e, E€vog fluny,
Kal ouvnydayeté pe, yopvog, kol mepleBaAeté pe, fobévnoa, kal EmeokéPacos ue, v
@uAaif] fipmv, kal AOete TpdG pe. TOTE dmokplBfcovTaL avTd ol Sikalot AéyovTeg KUpLe,
TotE 0¢€ el§opev TEWdVTA Kal 0péyapey, fi Supdvta kal émoticauey; mote 8¢ ot lSopev
§€vov Kal ouvnydyopev, fj yopvov kal repieBdropey; mote 8¢ oe eldopey aoBevii 7 év
UAaK, kal fABopev TPOG oF; Kal amokplBels 6 Baoheds Epel alTOTg" iy Aéyw duiv,
@’ boov gmomoate évi TOUTWV TV GdehedV Hov T®V dhayictav, &pol &rooate. TOTE
gpet Kal ToTs €5 ebwVONWY" TopeveaBe 4’ pod ol katnpapévol i o Thp o aldviov To
nToacpuévov T SBoAg kal tols dyyéhotg adtod. dmetvaca yép, kal oVk £6dKaté pHot
payety, £diymoa, kal ovk roTioaté pe, EEvog funy, kal 00 cuVNydyeTé Lie, YOUVOC, Kal
o0 meplefdieté pe, dobeviic kal &v @uAakfi, kal oUk émeokéPacOé pe. thte
amokpldnoovtal adT® Kal avtol Aéyovtes kipte, mote ot eldopey TewdvTa | Sdvta
fi §€vov A} yupvov 1 4oBevi] §j v @ulakd, kal o0 Smrovioauéy oot ToTe drokpiBfioetal
aOTOTG Aéy V" auny Aéyw dpiv, £9” oov 00k émomjoate £vi TOVTWV THV Ehayiotav, 008E
gpol émomoarte. kal dmedeloovtal oUToL g kKOAaow aidviov, ol 82 Sikalol elg (wnv

alwvLov.
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Febriary 10, 2023

His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston
162 Goddard Avenue
Brookline, MA 02445

O /"‘f/.r;irh LY <y
-
I greet you warmly in the grace and peace of our Lord and Savior Jesis Christ,

1 am writing to you at the request of His All-Holiness owr Feunienical Patriarch
Bartholoniew concerning the recent earthquakes that devasted Turkey and Syna on February 6.
Our Patriarch has personally requested the timely assistance of o Archdiocese and
Metropolises in mecting the needs that presently exist i the afflicted areas of Turkey. These
lands belong to the pasdiction of the Patriarchate of Antioch, and thus, His All-Holiness
requests our swift {oancial aid for this ancient Patriarchate of our Church, together wath its
distressed faithful. Therefore, our charitable mobilization must be swift, so as 1o alleviate some
of the immediate and pressing needs for assistance in the wake of this great catastrophe.

With this in mind. dear brother, 1 would like to request the prompt support and
contribution of your Metropolis as a tangible response to this devastating tragedy and to the
appeal of His All-Holiness. Please do everything that you can to encourage the active
participation of all the parishes, faithful, muistries and organizations of your Holy Metropolis
by sharing with them the recent announcement of our Sacred Archdiocese’s Earthquake Relief
Etnd. With the collective participation of our entire Church, we can certainly lend our belp m
fulfilling this venerable request of our Fewomenical Patriarch. As with previous philanthropic
imtiatives, kindly know that your Metropolis’ monetary support should be sent divectly to the
Archdiocese, so that we may convey it accordingly to the Fewnentcal Patriarchate as a lump
sum from our Christ-loving plenttiede in America.

Thanking Your Eminence i advance for your cver-gracious assistaiice and tomely
response to this entreaty, I remam

With fraternal love i Christ,

i
| A
o “ﬁ/ (Eporr 7)5 (D, '/,’4;r-?71,"./: .
+ ELPIDOPHORQOS
Avchbishop of America
ol .—.II Serect. New hvl NY 101 ~: mor T \.;rl ne (212) s7o 380 Fax (212) S70 3592 B

Lmail archbishopoffice@goarchorg + Web Site: wwwgoarch org



Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Announces Earthquake Relief Fund

New York — His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America announces the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese Earthquake Relief Fund. a fundraising effort by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America to provide humanitarian aid to the victims of the recent earthquakes in Tiirkiye and Syna.

Yesterday, February 8, His Eminence visited the Turkish Consulate General in New York in
order to sign its book of condolences. He met with Consul General Reyhan Ozgir, to whom he
expressed his deepest sympathies for the victims of the tragedy and shared his pravers for the rescue
missions still underway as casualties continue to rise. They also discussed ways to work with local
humanitarian services to respond to the urgent needs of all those affected by the earthquake.

His Fminence also visited the Very Reverend Mesrop Parsamyan, Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, where he expressed his sadness at the loss of hife and
the damage to the Armenian churches in both Syria and Tiirkiye. Today, the Archbishop plans to meet
with His Eminence Mor Dionysius John Kawak, Archbishop of the Syrac Orthodox Church of
Antioch and Archdiocese for the Eastem United States, to offer solidarity and prayers for the
destruction and loss brought on by these tragic earthquakes.

Archbishop Elpidophoros said, “In initiating the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Earthquake
Relief Fund, the focus of our Archdiocese is to help with both the immediate needs and the longer-
term implications of the devastation from the deadly earthquakes in Tiirkiye and Syna. Our
Archdiocese will partner with International Orthodox Christian Charities IOCC) to identify trusted
organizations for aid distribution.”

A long-standing and trusted parter, IOCC has a proven track record in humanitanan and
emergency relief and will lend its logistical and on-the-ground expertise to ensure effective
distribution of funds raised by the Archdiocese. Distribution will be directed primarily to those
impacted by the earthquake in Tiirkiye, and, as opportunities to assist are identified, to Syna.

The Archdiocese has set an initial fundraising goal of $500,000.

Donations can be made online at the dedicated webpage for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Earthquake Relief Fund: htps:/www.goarch.org/earthquake. Checks may also be sent to the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese, 8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075, and made payable to the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese with a memo notation of "Earthquake Relief Fund.”

The National Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, an affiliated institution, has
committed to an initial disbursement of $30,000 for the Fund and will launch a fundraising campaign
through its chapters to benefit the earthquake victims. The Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund
is also committed to providing support to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Earthquake Relief Fund.
At the same time, the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of Amenca is
directly supporting the relief efforts of IOCC. At the request of His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros, the Order of St. Andrew, Archons of the Fcumenical Patnarchate, and Mr. John
Catsimatidis. Vice Chair of the Archdiocesan Council, have each pledged $50,000 to be donated to
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople for distribution to those affected in Turkiye.

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America invites all parishes and faithful to support the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Earthquake Relief Fund.




Next Sunday, February 26 is the Sunday of Forgiveness, also known as Cheesefare
Sunday. This is the last day that dairy products can be eaten (from those who are able)
before the Lenten fast. The full fast begins the following day on Clean Monday, the
first day of Great Lent.

On the evening of the Sunday of Forgiveness the Church conducts the first service of
Great Lent, the Vespers of Forgiveness, a service that directs us further on the path
of repentance and helps us to acknowledge our need for forgiveness from God and
to seek forgiveness from our brothers and sisters in Christ. This is the first time that
the Lenten prayer of St. Ephraim accompanied by prostrations is read. At the end of
the service all the faithful approach the priest and one another asking for mutual
forgiveness.

Orthodox Christians are encouraged to enter Great Lent in repentance and
confession by attending these services, coming for the Sacrament of Confession, and
dedicating themselves to worship, prayer, and fasting throughout the Lenten period.
The first day of Lent, Clean Monday, signifies the beginning of a period of cleansing
and purification of sins through repentance.
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JOIN US ON SUNDAY, MARCH 5
AS WE CELEBRATE THE...

SUNDAY OF
ORTHODOXY
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About the Procession...

At the conclusion of The Divine Liturgy, a service is celebrated in commemoration
of the affirmation of the 7th Ecumenical Council in 787 and the restoration of the
use of icons in 843. Orthodox Faithful carry icons in a procession which clergy
offer petitions for people, civil authorities and for those fallen asleep.

We ask that all members of our St. George Parish Family bring an Icon from home
in order to participate fully on this beautiful day!!!




Hellenic College Holy Cross

kX

CONVERSATIONS ON VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT

al HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS

e MARCH 165-55
. 15-18  aoming:

The direction to "be attentive" is
repeated throughout the Divine
Liturgy. With it, we are called to
direct our attention to God speaking
to us through the sacred scriptures
or offering Himself to us in the
mystery of the Eucharist.

We invite men of any Orthodox
Christian jurisdiction who may be
considering ordained ministry to
come and Be Attentive to God's
voice speaking in their life, to help
discern their vocation.

Over the course of the event,
participants will engage in directed
discussions with each other and
eminent clergy to deeply
investigate what the Church
believes about Holy Orders, what
her clergy are truly called to do,
and the results of faithful servant
ministry in the parishes, the Church
at large, and the whole world.

In the interest of keeping these discussions as fruitful as possible, space is
limited. Please scan the gr code below the official site with all information

Retreat Information

+ Allendees will receive a grant to cover 50% of their travel expenses.
« Room and board are provided for the duration of the relreat.

« Application deadline is March 1, 2023.

Application Requirements

« Resume or CV

« Letter of Recommendation from vour Parish Priest

+ 300-word essay answering, the question: Why would vou like to

atlend this retreat?



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORDINATION OF DEACON ANDREW OTTO - Today at the St. George
Chapel (on the grounds of the St. Methodios Faith and Heritage Center, during
GOYA Winter Camp), His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios will ordain Dn.
Andrew Otto to the Second Rank of the Holy Priesthood. We everyone to keep
Deacon Andrew and his family in your prayers during Services this morning.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST TODAY - AHEPA & Daughters of Penelope present
an opportunity to enjoy some fluffy pancakes and sizzling sausage on Sunday,
February 19 following Divine Liturgy! See the enclosed flyer for details.

FORGIVENESS VESPERS - NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 - A brief service
(45 minutes) will follow The Divine Liturgy and conclude with the exchange of
mutual forgiveness. The faithful will come up one by one and venerate the Icon of
Christ after which we will all ask each other (one by one) saying those beautiful words
“Forgive me”. When all have asked for forgiveness, the service is then
completed. We ask that you come back into the Church following fellowship and

coffee hour in order to participate in the beautiful service which prepares us for
Great Lent WHICH BEGINS THE NEXT DAY FEBRUARY 27!

SATURDAYS OF THE SOULS - Commemoration slips are available in the
narthex for the names of your deceased loved ones so they may be remembered at
the services held on the Saturdays of the Souls.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY - Our 2023 Stewardship Commitment Sunday will
take place on Sunday, March 5. We ask that all Cathedral Family Members be with
us on this special day, and we also ask that if you haven’t sent in your 2023
Commitment Form that you bring it with you on this day. A special prayer will be
offered to our Lord over our written commitments to Him and to His Cathedral of
Saint George! We hope to see you on this day!!!

UPCOMING MEMORIALS - February 26, Henry Gancarz (1 year); March 5,
Demetrious Dellas (40 days)




Ancient Christian writings and art forms became very graphic in their
depictions of judgement. It was not unusual to see the angel of judgment
carefully handling a scale. Into one end of the scale are placed the record of
good deeds, and into the other end the record of vices. Great consternation
is shown by the evil spirits as the scale tips in favor of the goodness of the
person being judged.

The Creed also testifies to our belief in the judgment, saying that Christ
“shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.” But there is
also judgment in this life, indeed, every day of our lives. It’s just another
way of saying: you don’t get away with anything. We know that everything
we do marks us. Everything we say, leaves an impression. This is judgement
taking place day by day.

To cite some instances of how this works, consider the person who drinks
heavily. Well, it won't be long before there are problems in the family and
sickness in the person. Or, say a person takes drugs. Soon there is
deterioration of health; again judgement is taking place. Sometimes this
judgement even involves others, such as a child of a mother on drugs.

So let us not scorn the idea of judgment or accountability. People reap in
life pretty much what they sow. Life has a way of dealing with us to even
things out. We can’t really get away with anything. We get back in life
what we put into it.

As for those cases that seem like exceptions to all this, as when the just
suffer and the wicked prosper, let us remember that the final tally is not yet
in. On Judgement Day, the Lord will take care of all these situations.

The Grthodox Weekly Wulletin . . . .. .. .. Vestal, Cliffwood, New Jersey . . . . . . . . . Litho in US.A.

St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral
650 Hanover Street, Manchester, NH 03104
Please visit our website: www.stgeorgenh.org
Office Telephone: (603) 622-9113 E-mail: office@stgeorgenh.org
Fr. Demetrios Costarakis, Cathedral Dean
Father's E-mail: frdcostarakis@stgeorgenh.org

Lord’s Day (Sunday) Services:
Orthros/Matins: 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m.

An electronic copy of this bulletin is available on the website.




“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

A Ministry of the
Sunday, February 19, 2023 Volume 11, Issue 8 | Orthodox Christian Network

OCN

Christ is in our mldst'

When you see your friends, what do
you say? “Hey, what’s up?” “How’s it going?” We always
have something to say, don’t we? At church, you might
hear people greet each other in a different way. “Christ
is in our midst!” Christ is with us! And you can answer,
“He is and ever shall be!” He always will be with us!

We know that our Lord, Jesus Christ, is with us always:
when things are going well and when they’re not, when
we’re in church and when we’re somewhere else, when

we’re with our Christian friends and family and when we’re not. But today, in
the Gospel reading, we hear about how Christ is with us in a different way
too. We hear how God wants us to think about our Lord anytime we see an-

other person!

The Gospel says, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,” and more. And for
those people, God says, “Inherit the kingdom prepared for you.” He invites
these people to be with Him in heaven! Then the people wonder when they
gave Jesus food or drink or clothes, or when they visited Him. But He an-
swers that as you did it to “the least of these,” you did it to Him. So when we

help another person, we are really helping Christ too!

Let’s always remember, “Christ is in our midst!” He is with us! Let’s do our
best to give Him food and drink and clothes, and love—every time we help

another person!
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This icon shows us exactly
what was in today’s Gos-
% pel. When we help others,
& we help Christ!
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SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
THE 1ST AND 2ND FINDING OF HIS PRECIOUS HEAD

Do you know what a relic is? A
relic means the “remains of” something or
somebody. A relic can be a part of somebody’s
body, or a piece of his clothes, or anything left
over from him. In our Church, you might have |
heard of a relic of a saint. Lots of times, this is
a little piece of the saint’s body. If you’ve seen
a relic, maybe it was in a special box, or even
part of an icon.

A relic is something very special to us, because |
it helps us remember the saint. It was a part of
the saint, when he or she lived on this earth! We might kiss it, or even
bow down in front of it, or light a candle in front of it. A little bone
from a saint is so special to us, because we love that saint!

On Friday, we celebrate an interesting day, when, long ago, some
faithful Christians found the relic of Saint John the Baptist. Do you
remember how Saint John was killed by the king? His head was even
cut off! What a horrible thing! After that, Christians took his precious
head, and they kept it in a special place. Over many, many years,
many, many people prayed in front of St. John’s relic. God healed
and helped many people through Saint John’s prayers.

We celebrate this day, because relics are important to us Orthodox
Christians. We honor saints’ bodies because we love the saints!

We celebrate this special day on Friday, Feb. 24th (OC: March 9th).
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“Come, o Blessed of My Father”
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